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Frequently Asked Questions
What is HAF?
It is an amazing, exciting opportunity for school age children. They can either be in receipt of free school meals or access paid-for sessions if they don’t qualify
Aims of the programme
As a result of this programme, we want children who attend this provision to:
· eat more healthily over the school holidays
· be more active during the school holidays
· take part in engaging and enriching activities which support the development of resilience, character and wellbeing along with their wider educational attainment
· be safe and not to be socially isolated
· have a greater knowledge of health and nutrition
· be more engaged with school and other local services

Where can I access HAF activities?
Parents should apply directly to https://sloughhaf.org.uk/  where all clubs can be booked  
Do I have to attend?
No, it is a voluntary, but there are many different types of exciting activities on offer.
Will everyone know I’m on free school meals?
No, it is confidential, you should receive a standard letter to take to your preferred provider.  If not, your provider can check with us for eligibility.
What are physical activities?
As part of the HAF programme, clubs are asked to provide some form of physical activity for at least 60 minutes per day. The type of activity varies from club to club, so please contact the provider to find out what physical activities they provide. 
What if I am allergic to the food?
When booking a HAF place, allergy information is a mandatory cell on our booking form. Please list clearly what your child is allergic to. 
What if I don’t like the food?
We encourage you to let your child taste the food since one of HAF’s aim is to provide nutritious healthy meals and food education. If your child does not enjoy the food, you are allowed to bring packed lunch but you must discuss this with the provider beforehand, as they have to take other children’s allergies into consideration. 

How many hours is my child entitled to?

HAF is a 4*4*4 provision over the summer. This is 4 hours of fun and a nutritious meal for 4 days a week over 4 weeks of the summer holidays. It is 4 days for 1 week during the Christmas and Easter holidays.

What if I want to attend a variety of activities? 

You are allowed to attend as many activities as you like, as long as you don’t go over the previously described limit. If you wish to attend HAF clubs over and above the entitled amount, you can do so by paying to attend. This can be discussed with the various providers. 

[bookmark: _Hlk75264620]Can I combine my hours of entitlement?

HAF is not meant to be used as a childcare arrangement, but there may be instances where the provider is organising a longer day trip.  In this case, two days entitlement would be merged to allow for the trip.

I am a single mother with a child who has special educational needs. I don’t qualify for free school meals, but would I qualify for the HAF programme?
 
Unfortunately, you do not qualify on that ground. Families may be eligible for tax-free childcare or the childcare costs element of Universal Credit, through which you may be able to claim back up to 85% of your childcare costs.

As this funding is for children eligible for free school meals, would you require to see proof?

No, the HAF team will be issuing HAF codes for each eligible child.  Letters are sent to parents/ carers prior to the start of the programme.


Is my child eligible?
Your child will be able to access a HAF funded place if you are in receipt of any of the following:
· Income Support
· Income Based Job Seekers Allowance
· Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
· Child Tax Credit - but no element of Working Tax Credit - and have an annual income (as assessed by HM Revenue and Customs (HMRC)) that does not exceed £16,190
· If you are supported under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
· Guarantee element of State Pension Credit
· Working Tax Credit during the four week period immediately after your employment finishes or after you start to work less hours per week
· Universal Credit with an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400 (as from 1 April 2018)
My child is in year 1 and gets Universal Infant Free School Meals- will she qualify?
If your child receives Universal Infant Free School Meals (in Reception, Y1 and Y2) but does not meet the criteria for 'Income-Related Free School Meals', they will not be eligible for a HAF funded place during the holidays.
If you think that your child may be eligible for Income-Related Free School Meals under the above criteria, but you have not yet registered, please go to the Slough Borough Council website and register for Free School Meals. https://www.slough.gov.uk/education-help-financial-support/free-school-meals/4
My child is in nursery- can he go to an HAF club?

The funding is for school-aged children only. This includes 4-year-olds who have already started in reception.

Can we support eligible children who are transitioning from nursery to reception (so who have not yet technically started school)?

For now, we are focusing on school-age Free School Meal eligible children.

Does this funding cover children with no recourse to public funds (NRPF)? 

We have temporarily extended free school meal eligibility to include some children of groups who have no recourse to public funds (NRPF). You can view details of the groups here. Any children eligible for FSM under this criteria will also be eligible for HAF

Can the HAF funding be used for holiday club places for non-FSM children? 

HAF funding is solely to provide holiday club provision for children eligible for benefits-related Free School Meals (FSM), but we encourage organisations to make paid-for places available to other families, where possible.

Can the funding be used to support other initiatives alongside food and activities that provide support to families to help raise them out of poverty (e.g. welfare rights and money advice in venues)?
 
Part of the role of the HAF project involves working with other local services and agencies to ensure a joined-up approach, including asking clubs to signpost families to support, help and resources. In the past, some HAF clubs have also run sessions for families including 
· working on budgeting, 
· offering volunteering opportunities for family members, 
· working with local support networks, 
· signposting families to Citizens Advice, 
· engaging with Jobcentre Plus, etc. 


SEND Inclusivity – Can a carer accompany my child?

It is actively encouraged if a more familiar face is accessible to a child with additional needs.  If a child with SEND already has a carer who can attend with them this would be excellent. The Provider would liaise with the carer, so risk assessments are completed prior to the start of the programme.
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